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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable to have the 
degree of freedom in the constitution of a detection 
means at the side of an information 
recording/reproducing device and to attain the thinning 
and miniaturization of the device by allowing the 
detection of the information regarding the kind of a disk 
or a cartridge not only from the facial direction of a disk 
cartridge device but also from the direction of the 
thickness orthogonally crossed therewith. 
SOLUTION: Identification means 6, 7 of the information 
regarding the kind of the disk or cartridge are constituted 
so as to have the same information on orthogonally 
crossed two surfaces, and as to the change of the 
identifying information, the constitution consisting of a 

movable information changeover means 5 having the orthogonally crossed two surfaces is 
made so that the information regarding the kind of the disk or cartridge is simultaneously 
displayed on the two surface orthogonally crossed each other by the movement of two 
surfaces. The change of the identification means is executed also by the constitution such as 
breaking off the connection part of an identifying piece having orthogonally crossed two 
surfaces from the cartridge 1 . 
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Chinese Patent Application No, QI 137310.8 

i TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

I Issuing date; March 19,2004 
Receiving date: April 3, 2004 

• Due date: August 8, 2004 

i % 

• * As stated in the description, tfte present application relates to a disc cartridge and disc 
drive apparatus. After the examination, the opinions are provided as follows: 

< 1. The Claim 1 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of 
the Patent Law; of China- The reference 1 (Figures 1-6, line 54 column 3 to line 20 

: column 5 of the description) also discloses a disc cartridge having a disc where 

j information is recorded and a case for rotatably accommodating the disc, wherein an 

, identification unit for identifying the type of the disc by selectively contacting a 

* predetermined probing portion is provided in the case* It can be seen that the 

• • technical features of the Claim 1 have already been disclosed by the reference I. 

They belong to a same technical field, and have substantially same technical problem 
to be solved and technical solution, as well as same expected effect. Therefore, said 
. . claim docs not possess novelty. 

• 2. The technical features in the characterizing portions of the dependent Claims 2 and 
; 5 that "the identification unit has at least one identification opening where an 

• Identification . plate is installed to be capable of sliding** have already been disclosed 
t by the reference 1 (Figures 1-6, line 54 column 3 to line 20 column S of die 

. description). Therefore, when the claims they refer to do not possess novelty, the 
! . Claims 2 and 5 do not possess novelty and so do not comply with the provision of 
Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

I ! 3, Although the technical features in the characterizing portions of the dependent 
Claim 4 that ,4 an adjustment hole is provided at the center of the identification plate so 
that the identification plate slides by inserting a sharpened tip into the adjustment 
; hole" have not been disclosed by the reference 1, such features have been disclosed 
. by the reference 2 (see Figures 1-3). In addition, in order to move the identification 
: plate conveniently* it is easy for those skilled in the art to think of providing an 
adjustment hole on the identification plate so as to slide the Identification plate by a 
' sharpened tip. \ That is to say, it is obvious for those skilled in the art to obtain the 

• technical solution of the Claim 4 on the basis of the reference 1 (Figures 1-6, line 54 

1 column 3 to line 20 column 5 of the description) combined with the contents of 
- reference 2. When the Claim 2 it refers to does not possess novelty, said Claim 4 

< does not possess Inventiveness and so do not comply with the provision of Article 22, 

paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

i 

\ . 1 

4. The technical feature in the characterizing portions of the dependent Claims 6, 8 
and 9 that "the' identification opening is provided at lest one of an upper case and a 
: ? lower case of the case" have already been disclosed by the reference I (Figures 1-6, 
! line 54 column 3 to line 20 column 5 of the description). Therefore, when the 
, Claims 2 and 5 they refer to do not possess novelty, the Claims 6 and 9 do not possess 
' , novelty and so. do not comply with the provision of Article 22, paragraph 2 of the 
• . Patent Law of Chjna; when die Claim 4 it refers to does not possess inventiveness, 

•' i ' i • • 

i f 
. I i 
I 
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said Claim 8 does not possess Inventiveness and so do not comply with the provision 
of Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Uw of China, 

5, The technical feature in the characterizing portions of the dependent Claims 10, 1 2 
and 13 that "the identification opening is provided at the side surface of the case" 
have already been disclosed by the reference 2 (see Figures 1-3). Therefore, when 
the Claims 2 and 5 do not possess novelty and the Claim 4 does not possess 
Inventiveness, said claims do not possess inventiveness and so do not comply with the 
provision of Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

6. The Claim 14 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of 
the Patent Law of China* The features in said claim that "said disc drive apparatus 
comprising: a recording/reproduction unit for recording and reproducing information 
with respect to a disc of a disc cartridge; and a probing portion for identifying a disc 
by selective interference with an identification plate provided at the cartridge* 1 have 
already been disclosed by the reference 1 (Figures 1-6, line 54 column 3 to tine 20 
column 5 of the description). They belong to a same technical field, and have 
substantially same technical problem to be solved and technical solution, as well as 
same expected effect Therefore, said claim does not possess novelty, which does 
not comply with the provision of Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

«• < 

7. The technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent Claim 15 that 
"wherein the probing portion comprises: a probing rod interfering with the 
identification plate; a probing sensor installed at the probing rod; and a probing switch 
which is turned on or off by being contacted by the probing sensor" have already been 
disclosed by the reference 1 (Figures 1-6, line 54 column 3 to line 20 column 5 of the 
description). Therefore, when the claim it refers to does not possess novelty, said 
claim does not possess novelty and so does not comply with the provision of Article 
22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

8, The Claim 16 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of 
the Patent Low of China. The reference 1 (Figures 1-6, line 54 column 3 to line 20 
column 5 of the description) also discloses a disc identification mechanism, where an 
identification opening for identifying a disc is installed at the disc cartridge and a 
probing portion for identifying the disc by interference with an identification pfote 
provided at the cartridge is installed at a disc drive apparatus for recording and 
reproducing information with respect to the di?c. It can be seen that all the technical 
features of the Claim 16 have already been disclosed by the reference U They 
belong to a same technical field, and b*ve substantially same technical problem to be 
solved and technical solution, as well as same expected effect . Therefore, said claim 
does not possess novelty, which does not comply with the provision of Article 22, 
paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

Based on the above reasons* the application can not be granted under the present text, 
i Examiner: Wencal CAO 
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